
Dear Kat, 

Today I noticed you and Vann spending some time together at the light table.  It looked like 
you were both having a great time so I came over to take a closer look.  When you saw me 
approaching you jumped up to tell me a bit about the learning that was happening there.  “I 
just noticed that the children were filling these up (yoghurt containers) with play-dough 
and then they couldn’t tip them out.  So I brought them over here to use with the sand, and 
then, Amelie wanted candles so I brought these over”.  I love how you noticed what the 
children were doing and then re-presented the same resources with different materials to 
help the children achieve their play goal of using the yoghurt containers as a mould.  Next I 
watched as Vann started putting in the wooden match sticks to make what looked like a 
pretend birthday cake.  As he was doing this you were counting out loud so Vann could keep 
track of how many candles he had put on the cake.  It is great how you seized this 
opportunity to use numbers playfully and meaningfully with Vann.  I could tell from the 
way his body was turned towards you and his frequent eye contact with you that he was 
fully engaged in this experience.  Once Vann was finished you both blew out the candles, 
confirming to me that this was indeed a birthday cake.   

Teacher Reflection:  Kat, it was awesome to see you engaging with Vann this afternoon.  It 
is small meaningful interactions like this one repeated a hundred times a day, five days a 
week that make up a satisfying teaching career.  When you realised that I was writing a 
learning story for you you commented “Sometimes I feel like I am a big kid in this 
kindergarten.  I learn English.  I learn how to play.  I learn how to set my own learning 
goals, just like the children.  I would never have this experience in my own country.”  
What a fantastic insight into your own learning journey!  From your words and my own 
observations of you I can see that you have a strong identity of yourself as a learner.  This is 
such a powerful tool for you in your teaching career as you are a learning role model for 
everyone around you, especially the children.  Over your time with us your confidence has 
blossomed.  You are making connections between your course work/theory and what you 
are seeing happening in the kindergarten and this is visible through your interactions with 
children and teachers.  Now you are able to ask great questions that help you to deepen 
your knowledge and understanding. This shows me that you are passionate and dedicated 
to being the best teacher you can be.  All of the teachers here at Hobsonville Kindergarten 
are proud of your growth as a teacher and we can all see that you are ready to take your 
next steps in your learning journey.  

By Jess, 2nd Nov 2016


